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_pilmugmph of Mandela was taken
umt h-_.l journalists to Robben lsland
I? .19‘?? The caption on the back of the
\ ’photmph, in Aﬁlkaans.. reads: ‘A prisoner

|n the garden’ [t is full of irony. Nelson
Mardela was not simply 'a prisoner’ I:m.t the
st fameus political prisaner in the word.
Meither does the photegraph de_pi:t him
as a‘worker’; instéad, the body lanquage
L?I‘:-tha man in the image makes a mockery
nﬁﬁe ﬁm&m\ which he is leaning?” A risoner

e &1 thie Garden, Nelpan Mandefa Foundahion
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Thngraph shows Mandela standing
greét and unbowed, imprisoned in body,
butfree in spirit and in mind, with a steely

detérmination to survive and overcome.
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The prisom system was based on total
control, minimal, terrible food, hard |abour
in silence in the lime quarry, and a code of
punishrment and manipulation. Mandela
and his comrades had to dig deep into
themselves to survive the physical
hardships. But the harder struggle,

. perhaps, was how to survive spiriual fy.
Fertunately, they had each other.

%t wasin our detesmination to remember
QuUr aNCestors, our stories, our values and
our Hreams, that e found cormradeship
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From the beginning of 1965, a number

of other prominent political prisoners,
including Mac Maharaj, were moved to the
same section of Robben ivand that housed
the Rivonia trialists. Maharaj was to become
& |ifelong friend and comrade to Mandela,

“Man can adapt 1o the worst conditions if
he feals he s not alons; if he fesls he has

suppart in what he is Clonirg " ieac tahars

Together the political prisoners developed
a strategy on how to conduct themse|ves;
they avalded provoking the warders but
insisted on retaining their own dignity.

“When | went to Robben |sland in August
1964, it was winter, Mancela arrived, wWearing
@ pair of shorts, no socks, rough shoes,

on the back of & bakkie. | snaked throwgh
the two warders and embraced him. The
warders were deeply shocked. And what
did Mandela say? ‘George, this place has
made me forget my manners, | haven't
introduced you to ry guard of honour.'
And he proceeded to introduce each

one af tham by Rame." decngs s
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“Mandela began 1o believe that our
accupation of the moral high ground could
make it possible 1o wrn some of the thug
warders around. He realised that the
wiarders were not all homogenous

Fuohas| Dngaas

The cell Is an ideal place to kevow yourself
People tend to measure themselves by
external accomplishments, but jail allows
& person o focus on internal ones, such
a2 ko 5y, SIRcanly, Limplic Ly, "Umlhl.:f_
generosity and an shsence of variety. You

learn to look into pourself.” Mehos Mandels
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"Tllwe apartheid regime was
determined to control, distort,
weaken, even erase people’s
memories. This attack on
memory was felt deep within us
- the physical yearning to touch
loved ones, breathe in the smells
of home, feel the texture of a
favourite jersey.” nesonmandea




Robben Island is often referred to as “the
umniversity” by former prisoners. There
was a heavy emphasis on study and self-
Improvernent. Leaders like Walter Sisulu,
Govan Mbekl and Harry Gwala were
popular and respected educators, giving
courses on a vanety of topics.

“Walter, perhaps the greatest historan of
thie ANC, gave a courie on the history of
the arganisation, Kathy (Ahmed Kathrada)
gavie & course on the histary of the Indian
struggle. Mac gave a course on Mandsm

1 gave a course on political economy.”

Makioe Mandela
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Mandela and the other rs
achieved a position where they virtually
dominated their guards — an extraordinary

record In the psychological politics of a jall.

Mandela’s ability to win over his jallers
is well il lustrated in a story told many
years later, by Sir Robin Renwick, British
Ambassador to South Africa, when he
attended F W de Klerks inauguration
a3 President in 198%:

“Mandela's dassic appraach is 1o co-opt
peophe, You are in jail, you start working on
your warders, At De Klerk's inauvguration,
the Minister of Justice, Kobse Costsee, came
up to me and said, You have to help me
persuade President de Klerk to release

Mandela!™ s Robin Remwick

PRISONERS WITH A P

“We were p-n|i1|r_n| prisongrs, prisoners with
a purpose. And because we shared a purpose
we wene a community. 1 knew that someone
wixs hungrier than [ was, | would share my

food with them. We took cana of the weakest

AMONG US." Tony Suze

But every day was about survival, and
Mandela deve oped a tactic of compromising
on lesser issues in order to increase control
over their day-to-day lives. Mandela was wel|
aware of the impact he had on the prison
authorities, and he used it strategically.

0z davy in 1968, prisoners wene
complaining to one of the mast intransigent
officers that warders were sabotaging their
studies. He respondedowith an insult
Mandela, who wis standing at the back,
exploded. k was astounding for everybody;
they Had never seen him losing his temper.
When Mandela had subsided, Neville
Abexander said to him, That was rather
heavy,” but Mandela replied, ™o, no i
was deliberate.” amheny Samesos
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had not rlabl to p;
for his second wlfeq\ﬂnnnle

1
andLmulww duplicated every

“As | woke up this morning, | was missing i I‘kwmm‘lhm In 1“%““““ h o

you and the children a great deal as always letter e woroite, in s clear, firm ci systern and the lengthy Iﬂmmm“mﬂ““ | .

Your beautiful photo still stands before miting, in notebooks. Many of these cs by which the censors examined his and arduous journey fram 'H'IT_H.

me. | dust it very canefully every morning mwmmw - dence, Mandela never lost hope wmmmml,udm '

| sometimes touch your nose with mine to d!ﬂ:ni'lh‘l tually he would be able to reach children Makgatho and Makazive. He was

recapture the electric current that used to | and children, concerned when he snw how thin and wom

flash throwgh my body whenever | did so.” “Up to the present moment ] do not his mother looked. Shartly afterwards she

Letser s Winese, 25 February 1976 know where Zeni and Zindzi are and who prtinue writing holds out the died of a heart attack. “Then came '68 and '69 when the skies
maintains them. Every one of the letters | bility that one day luck may be on our suddenly fell on me. | kost both Thembi and
have wiritten them in the last three months n that you may receive these letters. Ma and | must confess that the order that
has not reached them.” meantime the mere fact of writing had reigned in my soul almost wanished.”
Pabicen bhan el LeTiir Troem grisen. | Mgt 1500 my thoughts and expressing my Nt Wandela, Letier from peison, § August 1570

gs gives me a measure of pleasure
g tisfaction, it tends to calm down the
bting pains whenaver | think of you "

by Tl mrvad Tinelsd, 1 Juree: 1970
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+ - HALFWAY HOUSE

In 1985, when the Commonwealth Eminent
Persons' Group visited him, they found him
‘isolated and lonely’.

In May 1988, Mandela began a series of
meetings with senior gowernment officials
at Pollsmaor, including the Minister of
Justice, Kobie Coetsee, who decided to
move Mandela to a place that would be
halfway between prison and freedom.

|
|

A cottage an the grounds of Victor Verster
Priscn became Mandela’s new homae.

1 discovered a swimming poolin the
backyard. The only thing that spoilt the
pictune was razor wire on topof the walls
It was a halfway house between prison

and freedom.” melsoe Mandel

Mandela was given his own cook, Warrant
Officer Swart, a tall quiet Afrikaner, who had
once been a warder on Robben Island.

“Orificer Swart was a decent fellow and
became like a brother to me. He was a
wonderful cook, and when | had visitors,
he would cook delicious meals. When |
was allowed visits from the comrades like
Helden Joseph, often teased therm that they

only came far the food.” Meton Mesdes

After 27 years in prison, Nelson Mandela could still make jokes. He came
out determined to bring peace and democracy to South Africa. He had
no time for vengeance and bitterness. He had truly overcome.
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“When Mandela went to
prison, he was an angry
young man, appalled at the
miscarriage of justice.Those
years in prison were quite
crucial. Suffering deepened his
spiritual resource, and he grew

in that time in magnanimity

and generosity of spirit.”




