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hEIringing the apartheid regime to the negotiating table was Mandela's guiding
objective. He always made it very clear that he regarded armed struggle as
tactic, and not a principle in itself. In 1961, it was Mandela who persuaded
&ehhﬁc alliance to accept armed struggle. Yet, almaost 30 years later, it was
Mandela who had the vision and courage to push for negotiations.

The fruits of Mandela's commitment to negotiations are symbaolised in this
photograph. Taken in the early evening on 11 February 1990, Mandela
addressed thousands of his supporters — and the entire waorld — from the
balcony of Cape Town's City Hall overlooking the Grand Parade, After almost
10 000 days in prison, Mandela had negotiated his own release, paving the

way for a non-racial, non-sexist, democratic South Africa.
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Imi response to internal and external
pressure, President P W Botha told
Parliament on 31 January 1985 that he
would release Mandela if he unconditionally
rejected violence. Mandela's reply was the
one that characterised his prison years: he
rejected the offer and its conditions, while
stil| keeping open the door for negatiations.

MNevertheless Mande'a continued to explione
the possibility of negotiations. In 1986,
the Eminent Persons’ Group from the
Commaonwealth visited South Africa to
explore ways of getting negotiations going.

The outlook seemed positive, with broad
agreemnt on the way forward. Then,
sudden’y, the South African Defence Foroe
once again violated international law by
attacking AMC bases in Zambia, Zimbabwe
and Botswana.

Im December 1988, President P W Botha
was persuaded by Nig! Barnard, head of the
Mational intelligence Senice (centre), to
innvite Mandela to tea. The meeting was
polite yet superficial; but it was significant
because a precedent had been set.
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- If we d|d not start dlalogue soon, both sides wouldbe pEunged
into a dark night of oppression, violence and War.” ven vances
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“Mandela’s chief principle of polltlcal a; m

one he had come to understahd'in pr?bh thg‘he‘

only way to beat the tiger was to tame hIT‘n John Cariin
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In 1989 Eric Molabi, who had spent seven
years on Robben ksland, returned as a
delegate of the United Democratic Front
{UDF) to conswlt with Mandela at

Victor Verster,

Molobi was taken aback by the comfort in
which Mandela was living, What a contrast
ta the harsh years on the [sland| Yet he put
his trust in Mandela’s integrity

By 1988, Tambxo was able to communicate
secretly with Mandela through an ingenious
secret process, known as Operation Vula,
masterminded by Mac Maharaj. The
correspondence was smuggled out of
Victor Verster Prison concealed in a

book cover and forwarded to Lusaka,

The AMC leadership in exile formulated
conditions for negotiations through the
Harare Declaration, sending a copy to
Mande'a and to the internal [eadership,
This paved the way for new talks.

i

®

In September 1989, the white electorate
woted F W de Klerk into power as President,
after P W Botha suffered a stroke,

Prominent Afrikaners advised De Klerk that
a modernised version of apartheid would
simply not work. He was also reminded of
lan Smith's “lost Rhodesian opportunity”.

Kobie Coetsee, Minister of Justice (extreme
right], and Nisil Barnard had conducted talks
with Mandela over two years and were
convinced Mandela was a man with whom
the government could do business,

Mandela consulted with a number of
intermal leaders and then initisted & meeting
with President de Klerk.

Mandiela met De Klerk on 12 December
1989 at Tuynhuis, the President's official
residence in Cape Town, He raised the
question of his own release and indicated

Ehast there was i point in his leaving prison

ks thi: ban on the ANC was aleo |ifted.



FREE NELSON MANDELA

During the 1970s and 1980s the Anti-Apartheid Movement grew
in many countries around the world. Young people, the churches
and community activists began to call more loudly for the release
of Mandela - the living symbol for all political prisoners.
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| FREIHEITSSENDER MAN

In 1988 Mandela turned seventy. A massive
Free Mandela Concert at Wemnb ey Stadium
In England was a culmination of broad civil
soclety support for Mandela as a powerful
lean im the struggle against the global
scourge of raclsm.

B ——————



JFREE AT L

e %

q%bruary 1990, President De Klerk announced that he was ling the ANC, Umkhonto
w

g, the PAC and the South African Communist Party. He [i tec ‘emergency regulations,
id regulations, capital punish!rnent and restrictions on the media. Political prisoners would
=d and exiles would be permitted to retumn home. In one stroke, everything had changed.

The hard work of Mandela and many thuusandé indeed millions, of men and women in South x
Africa, southern Africa and around the world, had paid off. A week later, on 11 February 1990,
MNelson Mandela was unconditionally released from prison. De Klerk's government had at last
agreed to Mandela's stipulation for negotiations without any p;e{mdrtluns



“This violence is both organised and orchestrated. It is

specifically directed at the democratic movement. It constitutes
the cold-blooded strategy of state terrorism.” ieionmands
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The “insurrectionists® in the liberation Despite his revolutianary credentials, On 20 December 1931, after more thana » As the former enemies sat down to talk, A
- mm convinced that they Joe Slovo, a high-ranking member of the year of talks about talks, the real talksbegan. —  viclent conflict was suddenly unleashed
e betrayed if they relied simplisan -~ ANC and the SACF, could see that the The first real negotiations between the in Gauteng. Sinister forces were at work,
k : negotiations. The armed strugghe 'rrlrttdf; " commitment to the armed strugg'e was government, the ANC and other groups Passengers were thrown off trains, hostels
thewings. The Pan Africanist Cangress (PAC) delaying negatiations. in August 1990, the became known as CODESA - the became ethnic enclaves and entire families
and the Azanian Peapie's Orgarl's-'ninnflﬂy ANC announced the suspension.of the Gonvention for a Democratic South Africa, were viokently ejected from their homes. ’
refused to participate ifl the discussions. armed stfuggle. On the ground, many
people considerad the move a “sellout”, Seventeen of the 19 participating Qn 17 June 1992, 46 residents in Boipatong, N-h'
The white supremacists were oiling thair organisations signed a declaration of near Sharpeville, were 3 awghtened, y
“wooriaiers” — their traditional weapons. & intent, setting out guidelines for a futura Witnesses reported that the killers came o
And blocdshed continued in townships ) : constitution. The inkatha Freedom Party from an IFP-controlled hostel, Investigative
and villages, mainly in Zululand and Natal. | {IF¥) and the PAC refused to sign. reporters claimed that police vehichs
Mandela's statesmanship was to be tested accompanied the killers under cover
tothe limit ok 10 of darkness:
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During a protest march that spilled across
the border of thie Ciskei "homeland” in
September 1992, Ciskei troops opened
fire with machine guns, killing 29 peophé in
Bisha. Mande'a reached out to both his
opponents and his own moverment.

Soon afterwards, the Record of
Understanding was signed. The
constitutional deadiock was broken. A
renewed solution to the menacing prospect
of full-scale civil war needed to be found.

Fear of the perceived threat of the
unbanned ANC led to the mebllisation
af the Afrikaner right wing led by General
Constand Viljoen, the former head of the
South African Defence Force,

Mandela responded by inviting Viljoen to
his b and disarming him through his
understanding of his concerns. Viljoen went
onto call off the proposed disruption of
the impending elections,

On 10 April 1993, one of the most beloved
leaders of the llberation struggle, Chris
Hani, was shot dead outside his home in
Boksburg on the East Rand. While De Kerk
remained silent, Mandela immediately flew
to Johannesburg to appeal to the nation
on radio and television,

By this act of statesmanship and true
leadership, Mandela had de facto
become the President of South Africa.
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”Tonight | ar‘trffeaching out to ev@ly sifigle
SouthAfrican, plack andwhife; frem the
depths.ofmybeing. A'white'man came to
olil; (:0\1 ntry-and committed a deed so foul
that oubwhole nation now teeters.on the
brinkoefaisaster. A white woman, of Afrikaner
origin, risked her life'sothat we may bring
to justice, this assassin.” Nelson Mandela



first democratic election.



