JOURNEYS OF FAITH

“Opposing discrimimation on the basis of sexual
orientation is a matter of justice. It1s also a matter of
love. Every human being is precious. We are all — all
of us — part of God’s family. We all must be allowed
to love each other with honour. Yet all over the world,
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people are
persecuted. We treat them as pariahs and push them
outside our communities. We make them doubt that
they too are children ol God. This must be nearly the
ultimate blasphemy. We blame them for what they
aI‘G.”Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, God is Not a Christian, 2011
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“As a teenager dealing with my sexuality, |
started rationalising that I don’t believe 1n

God, mainly because | don’t think that any

kind of higher power would put anyone
through that kind of internal struggle.”

“There 1s a silent but deadly monster
of conservatism 1 the Hindu/Indian
community ... There’s no one who 1s

visibly willing to talk about

things like this.”

“If there 1s a God, and I'm
meant to behieve, | always
thought that something would
happen that would make me
believe. So up untl that pomnt ...”
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THABISILE MSEZANE

“Our slogan 1s “My child 1s my child,

. . . L
irrespective ol sexual oritentation’.

“We want to assure them that they are our
children. T'he abuse and rejection that they
experience comes from their own families,

their own mothers. That’s where

church women come in, helping the

mothers to understand.”

“We are training women and religious

leaders in Gauteng in order to empower them
so that they understand this 1ssue. Not all of
them want the tramming though ...”

........



NAZMAR

“It was never about being attracted to

males, 1t was more about just being a girl.”

“I'm not religious but I try to live

within the boundaries of my religion,

especially when dressing as a female

and being a Mushm lady.”

“My sexuality doesn’t determine my rehigion.
In any religion, when you pray to God 1t’s
not about your physical body, it’s about

being in contact with God, with your

mind and your soul.”

“I'm very proud of who | am and
how far | have come 1n spite of what

I've been through.”
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SALLY GROSS

“Religion looms large in my life-narrative.
My Christian commitment and faith died
slowly and painfully.”

“In and through all of this, I'm Jewish.

T'his 1s cultural rather than religious.”

“At some level | think I'll always see myself as
a priest and religious. | hanker for rehgious

life and | hanker for the ministry.”

“I was ostracised, stripped of status
and even 1dentity, and forbidden

to exercise my vocation.”

“Sice 2000, I've drafted

amendments bearing on
intersex and these have been

lobbied mto law.”
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MSHENGU MUZI TSHABALALA

“I’here are members who have opened up to
me. T'hey can see that | at least accommodate
and try to understand them.”

“LLGBTI people need to be seen
participating in the church, like all

other church members.”

“T'he preaching of amaZayoni

9 Y % Is negative towards gays and
%

; lesbians, because of ther
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taught. I'his mindset, 1t 1s so
ditficult to ‘unteach’.”
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Makhosazana Xaba. Insert below: Emilia Potenza
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From an early age German-born Katrin was drawn to eastern
mysticism and practices, and was encouraged by her parents to
be creative and explore life. She experienced “a home coming”
when she fell in love with a woman for the first time after dating

men and being “unconscious” of her sexual orientation. Since then
she has identified as a lesbian. Katrin’s spiritual journey unfolded
through meditation and yoga. After travelling to India, she moved

into a yoga centre in Cape Town where she lived and worked for

many years.

Katrin now lives on a communal smallholding in the Underberg
community at the foothills of the Drakensberg Mountains, a
setting that complements Katrin's minimalist and self-sufficient
lifestyle. Her physiotherapy work is with disabled children. Aligned
to Buddhist teachings and practices, she uses meditation as a

reminder to remain mindful of and engaged with life.

Katrin reqularly attands retreats at the Buddhist
Retreat Centre in Ixopo, KwaZulu-Natal.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST AND YOG
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“When | think about my hife I realise that |
felt the presence of my ancestors at a young

age. '’hey were always with me.”

“T’his woman gave me an
opportunity to find out about
my sexuality and | couldn’t
turn 1t down. | was 13 and she
was 50 when our affair started.

It went on for five years.”

“My daughter 1s seven years old now. She
has always called me Baba. So | wanted to
look like the man she was calling. | wanted

for my child to see that man i me.

I am happy about that.”



ROWAN SMI T H

“In the "70s | started meeting people 1n

Cape Town who were gay and formed close

friendships with them. And then I began
to explore. But not within the church; 1t

was more a parallel hifestyle.”

“The Anglican Church will say they do
not discriminate because gay and lesbian
people can be ordained. But they can't

be in a relationship ... they must remain

celibate.”

“The church needs to
challenge 1ts people. It’s sad

that the church seems to have

lost 1its prophetic voice.”
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—CCLESIA DE LANGE

“When | was younger | was
unable to differentiate between God
and the church. But now I'm very

clear: the church 1s not God.”

“When | was exploring my call to the
ministry, focusing on my sexual orientation
was not the priority. It was only at seminary

that | had to tace who | am.”

“1 thought that the church would have
more grace with its clergy and be more
serious about journeying with gay
members. But the way they dealt with me

was quick and punitive.”

“It makes much more sense
for me to be involved directly with
transformation through IAM, but |

certainly desire to return to the church,

fully accepted as a minister.”
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