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REVEREND NOKU THULA
DHLADHLA

| started having a burning need to
work for God ... It felt good to preach
and bring hope to those who have
lost hope. | stopped worrying about
my sexuality; | had found a way to
somehow make the two work together,

and | was at peace.”

“When my church found out about my
sexuality, | was hounded 1n such a way
that I thought God did not exist ...

They said 1t was an abomination, evil.”

“I remember when | was ordained 1into
the HUMCC my grandmother said:
'l accept you. You cannot be anything

else. Just be yoursell™.”

f(f‘?)llection/Gay and Lesbian Memory in Action

IHE ROPE & UNITY
MEe | ROPOLITAN CHURCH

“FFor me Church 1s not about sexuality,
it's about everybody coming together
and worshiping God and feeling at
home.” Reverend Mokgethi-Heath

“When | first went to the HUMCC 1

was overwhelmed, meeting a gay priest
and being around so many gay people
... But then I heard Reverend
Thandekiso preach about how God
made us all unique and special.”
Reverend Dhladhla

“I felt that because of the role that |
play in the church ... members needed

to know about my status. | knew that
by coming out | would also be helping
others in the same situation.” Reverend

Mokgethi-Heath on revealing his HIV+ status



Graham Wilson. Insert below: Ricus Dullaert

FATHER RUSSELL POLLIT T

“My work with migrants led me to
hear about the struggles of LGB'TI
people i their community — first
being rejected at home and then by

the refugee community in

South Africa.”

“T'here was a certain amount

. of opposition and some
% people were uncomfortable.
But in time most people

oot used to the idea.”

“LLGB'T'l 1s a very contentious

and divisive 1ssue 1 the Catholic
Church. You put yourself on the line
by speaking out about certain issues.
FFor the most part it’s not addressed.

T'here’s just silence around 1t.”

TINO CHRIS

“It was just a feeling inside me, waiting
to come out. But with the situation back
home, 1t was dithcult; there was no one
to talk to about these things.”

“l grew up 1n a religious family and
atltended a Pentecostal church which 1s
totally against homosexuality - they saw
it as the work of the devil.”

“l don’t have any problem serving God
because of my sexuality. He created me

this way. I'm His son and | serve Him.”

“The Holy Trimity group showed me that
| could connect the Bible, my sexuality

and my relationship with God.”



IMAM MUHRSIN HENDRICKS

“When | reached puberty, my first
attraction was to a boy in my class. At
that point, I knew | was i trouble. My
orandfather was an imam too and used
to preach about those people that will
oo to hell.”

“Is 1t good Muslim practice to
disregard someone who 1s different
from the mainstream simply
because they do not fit in with our

interpretation of Islam?”

“They always say Islam 1s against
homosexuality and that 1s how they
silence you. Muslims are still suffering
between loyalty to their faith and
loyalty to their children who are gay.”
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THE INNER CIRCLE (TIC)

Are you Gﬂy and MUSIim?

Are you struggling to reconcile Islam with your

Ha
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5 the question of leaving Islam becau
sexuality plagued you?

The Inner Circle
can help you!

yport, friencship and information {

For more information contact;

The Inner Circle
Website: http:/i'www.theinnercircle-za

E-mail: admin@theinnercircle-za.or
Telephone: 082 507 3412 (Muhsin)

g you in need of friends you can identify with?
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sexuality’
se of your

“T1C 1s a Human Rights Organisation
working within an Islamic framework
to give psycho-spiritual and

social support to Muslims who

are marginalised based on sexual

orientation and gender identity.”

“The Quran 1s a book for all times

and 1t should be studied 1n 1ts context
in order for 1t to become relevant to
our times. We believe in interpreting
the Quran i a way that brings healing
and mercy to people rather than guilt

and shame.”

“We do not believe that the

(Quran 1s disecriminatory or that

it condemns sexual diversity, but
rather that the Quran embraces sexual
diversity and instructs its adherents

to act sexually within a framework of
faithfulness, justice, self-restraint and

God consciousness.”



Progressive or Reform Judaism is a liberal branch of The first Progressive synagogue in South Africa, Temple The Progressive Jewish community in South Africa

Judaism that breaks with the more traditional and Israel in Hillborow, Johannesburg, opened its doors in welcomes LGBTI people, and Progressive rabbis conduct
rigid teachings of Orthodox Judaism. Principles of the 1936. Soon after, the congregation established a school same-sex marriage ceremonies.

Progressive movement include informed choice, gender in Alexandra township and continued to support it

equality, social justice and an acceptance that Judaism throughout the apartheid years.

will continue to evolve and change.

Jean Brundrit
Emilia Potenza

DAVID BILCHITZ | AclL BeE IHLEHEM

| started feeling | didn’t have a place “My family was very ivolved in the
in the Orthodox Jewish community Beit Emanuel synagogue when we were
because of my sexuality and other arowing up. We were encouraged to
reasons. It’s quite difficult to be openly think eriically about our society, and to
cgay and remain an Orthodox Jew 1n work out what we could do to
the full sense.” contribute to change.”

“One of the hardest things in my “At Beit Emanuel women

life was telling my parents | participated equally 1n all

was gay, but we were able aspects of religious life.

to work through 1t, to I never internalised the

1dea that women’s role
should be mited or

subordinate to men.”

the point of complete

“I Am No Abomination” acceptance.”

( Amichai Lau-Lavie)

Friday, 10/10/14, 18:00

38 Oxford rd. ,Parktown. “I didﬂat want to ChOOSG
(Entrance from 3rd Avenue)
s between being Jewish “lemple lsrael s
‘_Bé-if.Emanuel oy o o o o
yr——— 6\9 ; and being gay; they're so mspiring. 1t has

both central parts of my life.” continuously held services
since 1930. It currently serves a
small and margimal community and
1s completely open-hearted,

tolerant and generous.”
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PAS OR ZUNGU

“I came from Mandeni where 1t was
a shame to be a lesbian or to have
same-sex alttractions because 1t was
considered abnormal. | did not
disclose early; | kept quiet until | was
exhausted with hiding.”

“l am a lesbian, | am born again, |
am a child of God and | am going to
preach the gospel.”

“My job 1s to tell people like me that
we are created in His image and

we are unique. We can't just focus
on queerness because within that

queerness lies godliness.”

“As the mother of the church.,
MaGatsheni has to find time first for her
church duties: to help the congregation,
read scriptures and spend solid time

with God while I am working.”

“l grew up naive, then I met someone like me
in my 20s. She was butch and | am fem. She
approached me and | was very scared; her life

seemed demonice.”

| struggled to come out at home. After |

told my mother she prayed for three months
and went on a fast. | could tell she was hurting.
Now my mother 1s a recruiter — she sees a queer
person anywhere and tells them about us, that

she has children like them who have a church.”

“My son attends church with us. He loves us and

understands queerness.”

“T'he principal at Zungu’s school 1s very supportive.
When there 1s an emergency, they allow her to

leave so she can go and do God’s work.”



