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When Justice and Mande a arrfved in
Johannesburg in 1941 like mJ;I'.in]' young
African men Before and aftsr it was 1o
the mines that they made way, At
Crovam Mines, Justice wWas oyed as @
¢ erk Bnd Mandela as a ming palicernan.

. He was provided with 3 whstie; heimef
and knobkerrie

But thelr career on the mines was short
ived. Before |ong, the two young men were
exposed as absconders from Jongintaba's
court and were dismissed. Mandela went
to stay with his cousin, Garlick Mbekeni, at
the Geoarge Goch hostel in Johannesburg.

Mandela's real ambition was 1o become a
lawaeer. In 1942, his cousin introduced him
1o “one of our best people in Johannesburg ™.

Mandela’s friendship with Sisulu blossomed and was to become
one of the most important relationships in both men’s lives.
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Sisllu, wie ran an estate agency business,

wih the immediate admiration of Mande.a,
Besldes his Bliginess intenests, Sisulu was
a 1o invelved in politics. He chaired a loce
branch of the ANC, then a body with only
a few thousand members, concentrated
in the big cities.

Mandela also made-a strong Impresskon
on Sisulu when they first met in 1942,
Sisulu regarded him at once as a man
with great qualities.

-
=Sisuly assisted Mandela to obtain articles

"y

at & firm of attorneys called Witkin, Sidel sky
el Eide|rran. Until e was agoepted st the

C‘um'un-s. Mandels worked for Sisulu on

?cnmmlssln-n basis, earning twa pounds

-

10 shilings a month for collecting renit——
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THE DARK CITY

After his short stay at the George Goch hostel, Mandela moved to Alexandra

Township, where he lived in a room at the back of a house in Seventh Avenue.

Mande'a met Gaur Radebe on his first day
of work at the law firm. A court interpreter,
clerk and messenger, Radebe was also a
member of the ANC and the Communist
Party. As a key leader of the successful

e

L Alexandra bus boycott in 1943 to protest

-

against the price increase in bus fare,
Radebe drew Mandela into participating in
his very first act of protest in Johannesburg.



NEW FRIENDS,
NEW INFLUENCES

The bus boycott was just the beginning.
Throughout the 1940s, community
organisations, trade unions and the

Communist Party led strikes and protests
against wages, housing, transport, food
prices and the tyranny of the pass laws.

¥

Throwgh his first white friend, Nat Bregman,
Mande’a met other fellow communists
whio had an important influence on him.
One of these was Michael Harme! (standing,
sacond from the right), one of the party's
key thinkers.

Mande'a attended the Commumnist Party
night schoo| in Fox Street, where Harmae|

taught. He also accompanied him to Party
protest meetings on the City Hall steps.

hly into two. As we ate, Nat said: Nelson
just done is what the Communist Party is all about. We
beheve in sharing everything that we have." ”

During this period, Mandela also spent a ot
of time at the home of Walter and Albertina
Sisuiu in Orlando. It was a welcoming place
where you could always get a warm meal
and hot political disoussion. [t was at the
Sy home that Mandela met Anton
Lembede, a young leader of the ANC with
a bril lant rmind and powerful personality.

Melson Mandela

At the beginning of 1943, Mandela enrolled
at the University of the Witwatersrand to
study for a law degree. Here he met new
friends — such as Ruth First, George Bizos,
Harold Wolpe, I N Singh and |smail Meer -
al af whom were paitically active and who
werne to become ¢ hose comrades in the years
0 CoMmE,

"Harmel's unassuming manner belied his intellectual authority

At Mandela's first meeting with him he was dressed shabbily and wore

no tie. [t took some time for Mandela to discover that this simple and

soft-spoken man' was a live wire loaded with current’. Mandela quickly

grew to admire his new friend's modesty.”

Tom Lodge
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| 0 i111914-,ibul.rtlmymng An aspect of Africanism w \\\
degree in philosophy, preached self-reliance crowd en's Social on collective and consen , ision-
— and self-determination, and called his mnmmma . The.close and co-operative.
philosophy Africanism. The Africanism ANC Youth League. The Youth League comradeship that developed wasto
mmhrthemhmmke championed by Lembede struck a chord wias to mark a turning point in the history encourage a cohesion that he ped ta
the IEﬁd and I'Elgnrte th'E ANC. with Mandela, who had witnessed the mary of the ANC. They were to transform the overcome future differences and shape
humiliations meted out to black people “respectable” movement into a militant, the character of the ANC in years to come.
These included Oliver Tambo  inthecity mass-based liberation movement of o
grassroots activists.

(pictured here at his desk),

Walter Sisulu, AP Mda, Anton “The historic Youth League Conference is burned in the memaories of —
Lembede and Wits medical those of us who were participants in 1944. That single gathering made e

a momentous contribution to the development of our struggle It

It was the youth of the 1940s who took part in the defiance campstt
who proposed the formation ¢ e stormy 19505 " e

of a Youth League.

student Lionel Majombozi,



In 1946 over 60 000 black miners went on strike. Mandela was imp F ressed
at the capacity of the African Mineworkers’ Union to organise ma
However, the strike was crushed and 12 miners were killed.
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THE RISE OF APARTHEID

b *k nthe late mﬂ)sa.

experienced a nurm
were to shape his po

wion the whites-
ister O F Malan
plﬂnﬂﬂdlws ]
mhupﬂﬁmﬂmhnll Bapects

n 1946, the Snuthh{m:m Q!lnﬂll life anvd 1o contral hw&mpm

aunched the Passive Wr{ Nmmhhﬂum

1o protest the Aslatic La ~ ﬂﬁ:h

restricted the movement dnd propery “Afrikaners face a new trek - 1o the city.
rights of Indians. This protest was modelied b ack and white comgpete in the sarre
an Mahatrma Gandhi's ur rgrket. The task is 1o make South

in South Africa in 1I;II3 Africa a white man's |and.” oo malen
——

“The: Indian campaign became a made| for

the type of protest that we in the Youth

Leaguse wing for, It instilled a spirit

of defiance and radicalism among the

prople and broke the fear of prison.”

s e Mandes
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Following a 1950 May Day m
government banned the South Affiean
Communist Party. At a Day of Moumings
led By thie ANC, Dliver Tambo uttered these
prophetic words:

“Today itis the Cornmunist Pary. Tomanmow
it will be our trade unions, our Indian
Congress, our African People’s Onganisation,
our Affican Nations| Congress.” e famko

At the ANC conference in 1951, a Defiance
Campaign was launched to defy unjust
apartheid laws. This was to be done in
partnership with the South African

Indian Congress,

S action.
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The Deflance Campaign marked a deci

thwnmnn{mmrad:vef\ (\H'] f-\_I-I'-T|-||- T tandinag
- one which was broadened when the non _'
% I. %w‘,“ reatures of | i.-_r.~,|;-._|;-j|;-:_||
d‘ !

Charter campaign was the

v in which the collectio
of demands helped build
19, -1f | !ir‘]ﬁ (8] 1V
‘Afrikal’ and they return it:

Mayibuye!” Straightaway,

youre a comrage.



In15hl;-1-,Fnlan.{:hala.‘;_H _ Mamndela may have lost the closeness of his s One worman cadre, Ingxplaining to he
Walter's first cousin and a nurs immediate farnily, but he galned a larger hildren that she had teleave them behind
had four chiidren, though trag and more extended family — the ANC. n Tarzania to camy out 8n ANC assignment
sacond child, a girl, died at the age of todd them, ‘Al elsURL|
nine manths. Walter and Albertina 5 ﬁlﬁpt sibilities your real mother and fath
o the "ANL as Tan I'- are ‘Iﬂlktﬂll I AN W ”:'7\."\- JlLET YO
Mandela was already involved in politics Albertina saw herselfas 2 PORTISESEE.
when he married Evelym. Withinten years er own children and caegiver to 3 SRS
of their marriage, their relationship had ange of others whsmShe embraced
broken down and ended in divorce. sons and daughifers’ Riymend S

he found it dif
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ab & wosubdue his

Mandela
beginnin
Africans ¢
view, emb
Id be

who were committed
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This is the kind of sign that Nelson Maﬂde:lgi'. #r 3
have encountered in Johannesburg in the early
1940s. But there was worse to come. In 1948 the -
country shifted from a loose form of segregatiq'-i: -*3'.1-’

to the brutal and rigid system of apartheid.

Mandela himself transformed over this period from
a rebellious young aristocrat to the disciplined
leader of a mass movement, taking on the might
of the apartheid regime.
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